How to Read a Paper Quickly

Tips from Heather on how to read a paper quickly and get the most out of it:

1. Understand the title
2. Read enough of the introduction so that you know what the authors were trying to test.  Make sure you understand the hypotheses & purpose for study.
3. Look at the tables and figures.  See if you understand the results just from looking at tables and figures.

4. Go back to the method & results sections to clarify anything you don’t understand.

5. Read the beginning of the discussion.  See if you agree with the authors’ description of their data. Do you agree with their conclusions?
